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set forth an ambitious agenda to reach agree-
ment within the next 15 months and to move
the process beyond the setbacks of recent
years.

Both Israelis and Palestinians now are de-
termined to move forward. But the enemies
of peace stand ready to strike to undercut
this path. That is why last fall, when the two
sides made a commitment to peace at the
Wye River talks, we made a commitment to
them, as well. As the United States has done
ever since the Camp David accords in the
late 1970’s, we told the Israelis that we would
help them minimize the risks of peace and
lift the lives of the Palestinian people. We
told the Jordanians that we would help pro-
mote their safety and their well-being.

Now, I know that’s a long way away. But
you know if there’s a full-scale war in the
Middle East, it will affect our interests and
our values. The Middle East is home to all
three of the world’s great religions that hold
we are created by one God. We have a
chance to see it become a place of peace.
If it becomes again a place of war, it will
cost us far more than investing in a common,
shared, peaceful future. The conflict has
gone on for too long. We have a historic op-
portunity to end it. If the Israelis, the Pal-
estinians, the Jordanians—ultimately, the
Syrians and the Lebanese—if they all are
willing to do their part, we must do ours,
and we ought to begin by keeping our word
to fund the Wye River peace process.

We also have an opportunity, believe it or
not, to move beyond a series of cruel conflicts
in Africa. In the last 3 weeks, in efforts led
not by the United States, although we sup-
ported them, but by the African countries
themselves, we have seen signs for hope in
the resolution of devastating conflicts, espe-
cially in the war between Ethiopia and Eri-
trea, which has claimed more than 70,000
lives already. We have seen the most popu-
lous country in Africa, Nigeria, hold a demo-
cratic election and bring to an end 15 years
of misrule. All this is very good news. It
means that the largest untapped market for
our products in the world, a continent of over
700 million people, that provides nearly as
much oil to us as we get from the Middle
East, will now have a chance to develop in

freedom and peace and shared prosperity
with us and other freedom-loving people.

Now, the African countries don’t want the
United States to solve their problems or to
deploy our military. All they’ve asked us to
do, at a small cost, is to support their efforts
to resolve conflicts on their own, to keep the
peace, to build better lives for their people,
and to develop competent militaries. These
efforts don’t make a lot of headlines. I’ll bet
most of you don’t know much about them.
That’s good, because the point is to avoid
headlines, headlines about famine and refu-
gee crisis and genocide, and to replace them,
instead, with stories of partnership and
shared prosperity. These are the stories we
can write now, again, if Congress will invest
only a tiny portion of what we spend on de-
fense on avoiding war in the first place.

Finally, there is the question of the United
Nations. One of the great legacies of our vic-
tory in World War II is an institution where
nations seek to resolve differences with
words instead of weapons. Paying our dues
to that organization is a legal and a moral
responsibility. It ought to be reason enough
to do so. If we fail to do so soon, the United
States will actually lose its vote in the General
Assembly.

But obligation is not the only reason for
doing this, so is opportunity. The U.N. helps
us to mobilize the support of other nations
for goals Americans cherish, from keeping
the peace to immunizing children, to caring
for refugees, to combating the spread of
deadly weapons. We’ve been working with
growing success to make sure that the U.N.
operates better, at lower cost.

But we have to do our part. Unless we
want America to pay all the costs and take
all the risks to solve the world’s big problems,
we have to work with others, and that means
paying our fair share of dues, like every other
country does, to the United Nations.

The bottom line is this: Today we have
a unique opportunity and a real responsibility
to advance the values in the world won in
the 20th century over the last 100 years by
America’s veterans. But if we have only one
arrow in our quiver, our military, we sacrifice
the work of peace and increase the risk of
war. We have to do our part to keep the
world on a stable path toward democracy,
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the democracy that every single one of you
put your lives on the line to defend.

That’s how President Truman felt. Fifty
years ago this week he spoke to you at the
VFW’s Golden Jubilee Convention. Listen to
what he said, and you can feel it here, be-
cause we’re not very far from his hometown.
Harry Truman said, ‘‘Peace with freedom
and justice cannot be bought cheaply. It can
only be assured by the combined efforts of
the multitudes of people throughout the
world who want a secure peace. We must
keep them our friends if the world is to be
a decent place for our children and their
grandchildren to live.’’ Harry Truman was a
pretty smart fellow.

Just 2 months ago I visited a refugee camp
full of Kosovar Albanians in Macedonia. I
wish every one of you could have been there.
As I walked through the camp, these young
children started chanting spontaneously,
‘‘U.S.A., U.S.A., U.S.A.,’’ thanking Americans
for giving them a chance to reclaim their lives
in their native land. They’ve all gone home
now, by the way, over 90 percent of the refu-
gees from Kosovo are home.

But it reminded me of my trip to Nor-
mandy for the 50th anniversary of D-day, in
1994. In Normandy, we all heard stories,
from our veterans, of French citizens who
came up to them, took their hands, and told
them that they were very young, 50 years
ago, but they would always remember what
Americans did for them and what it meant
to them. I hope that in 50 years, some of
our veterans from the conflict in Kosovo will
go back there, and the children from that
refugee camp, who will then be in their mid-
dle years, will take their hands and say, ‘‘50
years ago I was chanting, ‘U.S.A., U.S.A.,’
with my voice, but I still chant with my
heart.’’ We are very grateful to you, all of
you.

So on this centennial anniversary, on be-
half of a grateful nation and grateful people
throughout the world, I say to every soldier,
sailor, airman, marine, and coastguardsman,
to every man and woman who fought bravely
for our Nation and brought dignity to the
world, thank you for a job well done. May
we look forward to a century in which all
your sacrifice and all your service is honored

and redeemed with the greatest peace and
prosperity the world has ever known.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:15 a.m. in
Hall E at the H. Roe Bartle Convention Center.
In his remarks, he referred to Thomas A. Pouliot,
commander in chief, Veterans of Foreign Wars
of the United States; and former Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs Jesse Brown.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Reporting on Elections in Haiti
August 16, 1999

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Pursuant to the authority vested in me as

President by the Constitution and the laws
of the United States, including section 561(b)
of the Foreign Operations, Export Financing,
and Related Programs Appropriations Act,
1999 (FOAA), as enacted in Public Law 105–
277, I hereby report to the Congress that the
central Government of Haiti: (1) has
achieved a transparent settlement of the con-
tested April 1997 elections, and (2) has made
concrete progress on the constitution of a
credible and competent provisional electoral
council that is acceptable to a broad spec-
trum of political parties and civic groups in
Haiti. Section 561(b) states that funds appro-
priated by the FOAA and made available to
support elections in Haiti shall not be re-
stricted if I report to the Congress that the
central Government of Haiti has met the two
aforementioned criteria.

The first criterion in section 561(b) of the
FOAA, a transparent settlement of the con-
tested April 1997 elections, was cumulatively
met by a public declaration by the Provisional
Electoral Council (CEP) on June 11 and the
promulgation of the Electoral Law, which
was published in the national gazette Le
Moniteur July 19, and republished with cor-
rections July 22. Taken together, these two
acts establish that 19 Senate seats will be run
in the legislative and local elections projected
for late 1999. Included in this number are
the two still-contested Senate seats from
April 1997. Article 63 of the Electoral Law
specifically states ‘‘the number of Senators
to be elected in the upcoming elections shall
be determined by the CEP.’’ This authority
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is also provided in Article 16. Article 130
states that the elections are to fill Senate
seats vacant by ‘‘fact or law.’’

Pursuant to its authority to determine
which seats will be competed, the CEP de-
clared publicly on June 11 that it ‘‘has de-
cided to call elections to fill all Senate posi-
tions currently vacant, whether de facto or
de jure, without distinction.’’ In a number
of subsequent public statements, as well as
in private assurances to the Embassy and oth-
ers in the international community, CEP offi-
cials explicitly and unanimously reiterated
that because there are presently eight sitting
Senators and the Constitution calls for a Sen-
ate of 27 Senators, a total of 19 Senate seats
will be competed, including the two still-con-
tested positions.

The second criterion, concrete progress on
constituting a competent, credible, and
broadly acceptable CEP, was achieved
March 16 when President Preval announced
that nine-member body’s composition after
consultations with the five-party Espace de
Concertation. Since that time, the CEP has
performed in a competent, even-handed, and
credible manner and has been deemed ac-
ceptable even by parties and movements who
stand in staunch opposition to the govern-
ment.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate.

Remarks at the Unveiling Ceremony
for Public Service Announcements
on School Violence
August 17, 1999

Leilani, most people twice your age
couldn’t do that. [Laughter]

Earthquake in Turkey
Ladies and gentlemen, because this is my

first chance of the week to speak to the press,
before we get on to showing the spot I have
to say just a couple of words about the awful
earthquake that occurred in Turkey, which
I’m sure a lot of you have heard about. It

has claimed hundreds of lives and many inju-
ries.

So let me begin by saying, on behalf of
all Americans, our thoughts and prayers are
with the victims and their families. Most of
you know that Turkey has been our friend
and ally for a long time now. We must stand
with them and do whatever we can to help
them get through this terrible crisis.

We’ve already released aid for the Turkish
Red Crescent. We’re sending a team to Tur-
key to help with search and rescue today.
Our Energy Secretary, Bill Richardson, and
General Hugh Shelton, the Chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, are actually in Turkey,
and they have personally conveyed our will-
ingness to provide additional assistance. Gen-
eral Shelton has met with his Turkish coun-
terpart to offer the military’s help with disas-
ter relief. And we will continue to determine
what further help is needed. But you can only
imagine how difficult this is for them, and
we will do what we can to help.

School Violence
Now, let me thank Leilani again and Wyatt

Keusch and Harrison Boatwright, who are
the young people here with us, who are also
in the PSA. I want to thank Secretary Riley
and Attorney General Reno, who have really
done a wonderful job of trying to have a co-
ordinated and balanced approach to keeping
our children safe. Governor Romer, thank
you. I want to thank all the people here from
the entertainment industry, Jack and Richard
and Eddie, Sheila and all the others who
stood up. Thank you so much for your gener-
osity and your farsightedness. Thank you,
Peggy Conlon, you’re a great spokesperson
for the people you represent, and you’ve
been great in helping us to get this far. And
I want to thank my long-time friend Drew
Altman and the Kaiser Foundation for their
support in this endeavor. I’d also like to thank
the young AmeriCorps members who are
here today, who spent a lot of time working
with our young people and trying to help
them stay safe. This is a very important issue
to Hillary, to me, to our entire administra-
tion.

In 2 weeks Leilani’s going to start at a
brand new school. That’s probably more
scary than introducing the President to a



1642 Aug. 17 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1999

bunch of strangers. [Laughter] And you
know, there are always a lot of worries associ-
ated with going to a new school: All these
strange people—are they going to like me?
Am I going to like them? You’ve got to get
to know the teachers; you’ve just got to find
your way around; got to remember the com-
bination to a new locker. [Laughter] Those
are the things that our kids ought to be wor-
ried about.

They shouldn’t be worried about whether
what they saw in Littleton or Conyers or what
that young madman in Illinois and Indiana
or at the Jewish community center in L.A.
could possibly happen to them. That’s what
they shouldn’t worry about. But they do be-
cause they’ve seen the press reports and so
has our entire Nation.

We’re still grieving for the young children,
the teacher, the counselor, the receptionist,
at the Jewish community center, or the fam-
ily of that young Filipino-American, Joseph
Ileto, who was killed only because he was
an Asian-American who worked for his coun-
try’s government.

Secretary Riley has gone across the coun-
try trying to make sure that all of us can put
this in some kind of context. The Attorney
General has, as well. The crime rate in this
country’s at a 26-year low; juvenile crime is
going down; the Center for Disease Control
and the Department of Education show that
overall violence has actually decreased in our
schools. It’s important to tell these children
here with us today, and others, that the
chances of a tragedy happening are small,
less than they used to be, less than one in
a million.

But that’s not good enough when you see
how horrible it is when it occurs. Schools
ought to be right next to our houses of wor-
ship as sanctuaries in America. They ought
to be places where young people are com-
pletely safe and absolutely certain that they
are. And each of us bears a responsibility.
If Hillary is right that it takes a village to
raise a child, it will take our whole national
village to keep the Nation’s children safe in
their schools.

A big part of that responsibility lies with
parents and giving parents and their children
the capacity and courage to communicate
with one another. And that’s a big part of

why we’re here to launch this public service
campaign.

As you will see in a moment, the PSA
sponsored by the Kaiser Family Foundation,
by Children Now, and the Ad Council sends
out a powerful call to action: If you’re a child
and you see someone committing violence
or even just talking about it—that’s very im-
portant, given the evidence we now have
about the situation in Colorado and others—
if you see someone just talking about it, the
best thing you can do is to first tell your par-
ents. And if you’re a parent, you have to take
it seriously. You have to sit down and talk
and listen, to draw your children out, to give
them a chance to express their fears, to give
you early warning, and then to share that
early warning with your children’s teachers
and principal.

This is an important message, so I’d like
to, again, with thanks to all concerned, turn
the lights out and watch the ad.

[The public service announcement video was
shown.]

The President. Thanks to the commit-
ment of America’s broadcast and cable net-
works and cable channels, this ad and others
like it will be seen by just about every single
person in America who turns on the tele-
vision tomorrow night, during the family
hour of prime time.

This so-called television roadblock is really
unprecedented. The networks are donating
a million and a half dollars of free air time
in one night alone. That’s more blanket cov-
erage than I get for the State of the Union.
[Laughter] Many of the networks have al-
ready pledged to continue airing these PSA’s
during different timeslots for the remainder
of this year.

So let me say once again, I am very, very
grateful to all the people involved who have
fulfilled the commitment that they made at
our youth violence summit in May, to use
the power of your medium to send out posi-
tive messages to our children. This is a kind
of thing we can do when we work together,
and we need to continue to do so and to
include all parts of our society.

You remember that when we had the na-
tional summit, the First Lady and I said we
wanted to organize a national campaign


